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In the mood for love of EMI teaching
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環境與職業流行病學之暴露評估計量模擬及應用
Exposure and Dose Metrics for 

Environmental and Occupational Epidemiology
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Resources

● Powerpoint slides

● Homework assignment

● Textbook
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Model 
Simulation

Paper 
Critique

Lecture

Midterm

Group project presentation



The first class, it kept me up at night

● 10-12 students

● “Please introduce yourself”

● “Why do you want to take this course?”

● Background
○ Master and PhD students

○ Some had taken fundamental courses but some had not

○ A few did not public health background in undergrad

○ Different levels of English proficiency 

■ 3 were particularly good

■ Half 

This course is taught in English, but it is not an English class !!!

5



My strategy – the very first challenge

● Long hours of course preparation

○ 4-6 hours on text book

○ 4-6 hours on the slides

○ 2-4 hours on examples (in-class exercises)

○ Rehearsal…  
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Possible Obstacles

❌ Cannot follow
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❌ Unfamiliar 

with terms

❌
Partial 

understanding

❌ Too nervous

❌ Limited 

concentration

✅Slow down

✅Speak fast during chats 



Possible Obstacles

❌ Cannot follow
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❌ Unfamiliar with 

terms

✅Explain in Chinese

❌
Partial 

understanding

❌ Too nervous

❌ Limited 

concentration



Possible Obstacles
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❌
Unfamiliar with 

terms

❌ Cannot follow

❌ Too nervous

❌

❌
Partial 

understanding

✅Repeat and explain in other words

✅Break the content into small meals

➦ Freedom to use Chinese in discussion

➦ Consult fellow students

Limited 

concentration



Possible Obstacles

❌ Cannot follow
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❌ Too nervous

✅Don’t worry about grammar

❌
Unfamiliar 

with terms

❌
Partial 

understanding

❌

➦ Personal experience in the states

➦ I also get nervous

✅Help students express their thoughts

✅Be patient with positive support

➦ I walk towards them 
Limited 

concentration



Possible Obstacles

❌ Cannot follow
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❌ Too nervous

✅Group discussion; ask questions

❌
Unfamiliar 

with terms

❌
Partial 

understanding

❌ Limited 

concentration

✅Watch videos clips

✅Wrap up 



Midterm evaluation (Anonymous)
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I know I was on the right track! 



Example: Public hearing
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● Role play – representatives from/as 
○ Government

○ Residents

○ Company

○ Scholars

● Prepare standpoints 
○ Use what they learn in class as scientific reasoning and evidence



NTU course evaluation score=5
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106-1 Essentials of Global Health

● Liberal art course 

● Students of diverse backgrounds

● 30-40 students

● Course design
○ Weekly lecture on different topics

○ Lecture + Group discussion + presentation

○ Weekly assignment: pre-reading

● Discussion-based

● TAs
18



19

• Goal of this session

• Required reading

• Questions for assignment

• Questions to be discussed during the class
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2017

Co-instructor

My observation

• No TA training

• Students compare 

• Discussion became less effectiveness towards the end of the semester
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2017 2018

Co-instructor Instructor

TA training

Weekly TA meeting

• Time table

• Preparation before class

• Discussion flow
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2017 2018 2019

Co-instructor

TA training

Weekly TA meeting

Questionnaires

(3 times)

Attend all classes

Instructor

Another co-instructor

Instructor

Another co-instructor



Liked most about the course
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What could make this course better
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What could make this course better
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What could make this course better

26



What could make this course better
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2017 2018 2019 2020

Co-instructor
Instructor

Another co-instructor

TA training

Weekly TA meeting

Questionnaires

(3 times)

Attend all classes

50% lecture (original format)

One hour lecture + 

Hands-on experiences

Makeover
Instructor

Instructor

Another co-instructor
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2017 2018 2019 2020

Co-instructor Instructor

TA training

Weekly TA meeting

Questionnaires

(3 times)

Makeover



2019 Essentials and Practice in Exposure Assessment

● The only fundamental exposure course in English
○ Knowledge

○ Hands-on sessions 

● Application
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Course structure
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Part I

Concept

(textbook)

(Week 2-6)

Part II

Special topics 

& 

Hands-on 

experiments

(Week 7-11)

Exam

Review

(Week 12)

Part III

Field Study

(Week 13-16)



像極了愛情的EMI教學日常
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EMI 

Course

Instructor Student

Student

Student



Instructor
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Motivation

• Maintain my English proficiency

• Conferences

• Travel

• Writing (語感)

• Collaboration…

• Public speaking training

* Why do I teach in English？

✅



Instructor
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Motivation

• Bring the world into the classroom

• Share my life stories

• Metaphors

* Why do I teach in English？

✅
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Rewards



Students
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✅ Capability

Need✅

Mutual Support✅

Prepare yourself ! 



For me
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愛
Befriend



In the mood for love of EMI teaching
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Thank you


